
Despite the importance of nonhuman animals to South Africa as a country, “Animal 
Law” is still relatively unknown and misunderstood field of law. This webinar will 
aim to provide a high-level introduction to and overview of this exciting, complex and 
burgeoning area as well as its practicalities in the South African context. It will do so 
through selected topics such as highlighting the intersection of animal law with other 
laws and legal areas (including environmental law, family law, consumer protection, 
and others). It will explore the idea of animal protection as an issue of social justice 
andand the interconnectedness with human rights and constitutional law. It will explain 
some of the work being done by animal lawyers in this area, recent legislative and 
policy developments, examples of litigation and key case law as well as recent animal 
law education initiatives. It will also highlight the impacts of scientific, technological 
and foreign law developments. Specifically, it will aim to illustrate how the current 
legal and policy frameworks fail to adequately provide for all beings we share our 
planet with and fail to recognise the interconnectedness of these stakeholders - rather 
promotingpromoting and supporting harmful ideas and industries. It will assist attendees in 
understanding the critical need for this specialised area of law and the importance of 
the work of animal lawyers, particularly in light of the current and emerging global 
crises. It will introduce some of the complexities and difficulties in navigating this 
area in the country as well as provide proposals and opportunities of animal law 
reform in South Africa.
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Amy is the Executive Director and co-founder of Animal 
Law Reform South Africa, the first dedicated animal law 
non-profit in the country. She is an attorney and 
researcher focusing on the intersection of the interests 
and rights of humans, nonhuman animals and Nature in 
law and policy and creative approaches to the attainment 
of an inclusive system of justice. Amy is an Independent 
ExpertExpert with the United Nations in Harmony with Nature 
Programme and a Research Associate with the University 
of Johannesburg. She is the first South African to 
graduate with a master’s degree (LL.M.) in animal law 
and leads a number of animal protection organisations 
throughout Africa including in South Africa and Kenya. 
Amy has worked as a Fellow specialising in aquatic 
animalanimal law with the Animal Law Clinic at Lewis and 
Clark Law School in Portland Oregon and has worked at 
UCLA Law, California as the Brooks Institute for Animal 
Rights Law and Policy Fellow. She has worked with 
several prominent global and US-based animal nonprofits 
as a legal consultant. Amy is currently working on a 
number of research and writing projects including 
co-authoringco-authoring a book on aquatic animal law and co-editing 
the first animal law book in South Africa. Earlier this 
year, Amy co-taught the first animal law course in South 
Africa.
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